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A INTRODUCTION: 
Dear Fellow Collectors, 
 
As you know much of my research on the subject of plumb bobs is powered by the internet. GOOGLE in 
particular is an incredible tool for uncovering references to plumb bobs, in many types of written matter, 
some found where you would least expect them. Specifically, www.books.google.com, is the source of much 
of this month’s newsletter, and a resource that I would recommend you explore. 
 
In the course of working at composing a series of newsletters, and organizing my files by subject, I 
frequently find newsworthy tidbits that are either so singular that they defy assignment by subject, or are 
interesting but not newsworthy enough, perhaps, to devotee an entire newsletter to the subject. 
 
This month’s WOLF’S PLUMB BOB NEWS accumulates 19 items from my miscellaneous file for your 
entertainment. Their sources are widespread and include tidbits from Germany, Switzerland, England, 
Australia, and the United States. Note in particular some previously unknown shapes that have come to my 
attention, and some very interesting but unusual uses for the plumb bob are suggested in these pages. 
 
WARNING: The use of plumb bobs as weapons is not condoned by the author! 
 

http://www.books.google.com/
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B 1 ANCIENT PLUMB BOB from a MUSEUM in GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

 
Translation from French: 
2. Tools for masons and carpenters 
These tool shapes, are often derived from the oldest stone instruments, moreover, they are 
surprisingly similar to those still in use today. In the early examples, we find elegance and 
utility combined with a notable trend toward utility in the last century. 
 
1118. Bronze plumb bob shaped like a child’s toy, a “top”;  
the cap has one or two horizontal holes in the neck that 
intersect a vertical hole aligned with the center of gravity of 
the body.  
Height 4 cm = 1 5/8 inch; Diameter 5 cm = 2 inch. 
 
The other items 1119, 1120 and 1121 are 
very similar described. 
 
 
 
 
Right: 
2 pictures from  
Ebay auctions with 
similar shape: 



plumbbobwolf@t-online.de - 103 - WOLF'S PLUMB BOB NEWS 2009-07 TIDBITS 

B 2 ANCIENT CARPENTER’S TOOLS 1874 
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B 3 ANCIENT PLUMB BOBS FROM POMPEII/ GREECE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Different shapes found in Pompeii / Greece 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Found in Rheinzabern / South West Germany from 
a Roman pottery-trade colony. 
 



 

B 4 PLUMB BOB as an EXCUSE  
A legal appeal from the County Court, KYNETON (north of MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA) from 1883. 

 

 
 
 

B 5 PLUMB BOB, RULE AND SPACER COMBINED 
 
From ENGLISH MECHANIC AND WORLD OF SCIENCE 
 No. 1420 JUNE 10, 1892 page 361 
 
“The length of the piece A is equal to the diameter of the bob, and the 
line passing through the hole in the centre of A to a hole in the centre of 
the bob, it follows that if the bob is allowed to drop gradually down the 
angle or other part of a building or other object, while A is hold to a 
fixed point, in the position shown, it will indicate all hollows or 
projections on the vertical line, and show whether or not the object is 
plumb from any one point to another. 
It is very handy for a clerk of works or building inspector to carry in 
his pocket. 
Baku, April 28.  Peotre Petrovitch” 
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B 6 PLUMB BOB as a WEAPON. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope none of the plumb bobs from my collection 
was used in an “assault and battery” Although there 
are no patent claims as a weapon, VAJEN’S patent 
from Nov. 14, 1888 with 1750 grams =62 oz, was 
designed for “DROPPING”. One certainly could 
have been a formidable assault weapon! 
Consider using a plumb bob as a paperweight on the 
desk in your office, intimidating, at least, in delicate 
negotiations your clients? ☺

Collection 
Wolf Ruecker 
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Is this guy part of a 
survey team with a 
plumb bob in his 
overcoat pocket?? ☺ 
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B 7 ACCIDENT BY USING A PLUMB BOB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the duty of the 
master builder to his 
worker if he falls down 
while using a PLUMB 
BOB?  
Attention: Using a 
plumb bob may be 
dangerous! 
 
 
 

B 8 MECHANICAL PLUMB BOB 
 
I could not find other information (patent, catalogue etc.) WHO knows more about it? 
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B 9 PLUMB BOB MOLD (TRY THIS NEXT EASTER) 
 
Below you learn how to make an EGG SHAPED PLUMB BOB for your plumb level (Chicken egg size).  

 
 
 
 
This one (right) could perhaps be made with such a 
mold. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps BRIDGE BUILDERS in AFRICA use Ostrich 
eggs (picture left). An Ostrich egg could yield a 50 lb 
plummet compared to the 2 lbs or so product of a lead 
filled chicken or duck egg.  ☺ ☺  
 
An Ostrich egg is 25 to 30 times as big as a chicken egg. 
 
 
 

A reward will be given for the first picture 
of an ostrich egg plummet! 

Ostrich egg 

Chicken egg 
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B 10 DO IT YOURSELF PLUMB BOB HOLDER  
As early 1904 (100+ years ago) Hartford, Ct., USA was the center of plumb bob collectors. That tradition 
is carried on today by noted collector, Nelson Denny, from his ranch on the outskirts that fair capitol city ☺ 
 
The plumb bob on the drawing looks like a “china hat” (No. 212 weight 8 or 11 oz)  
from a Berger catalogue 1908 and earlier. (Berger was from Boston Mass. U.S.A.) 
 

B 11 THE DEVICE THAT WOULD PUT AN END TO PLUMB BOBS  
(or so he thought) 

 
Don’t obey this advice: from an 
ad 1921: 
“… So do not hold yourself 
down by clinging to the old 
fashioned plumb bob and 
stationary level. THROW AWAY 
YOUR PLUMB BOB and be up 
to date by using an O. T. D. 
level …..” 
 
The O.T.D. LEVEL you can find 
in the patent US 1,393,328 Oct. 
11, 1921 and US 1,281,096 Oct. 
8, 1917 given to Christopher F. 
Thullen Chicago. 
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B 12 NEW SHAPES OF MINING PLUMMETS 
 
In THE JOURNAL OF THE IRON AND STEEL INSTITUTE LONDON  
and NEW YORK 1891 I found a shape of a mining plummet that was  
unknown for me: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drawing made by Wolf with the 
information of the article. 
 

A similar shape was described in: 
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B 13 WINGED MINING PLUMB BOB 
This is another shape for a mining plummet: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This modification could only be used in liquids; in the air you get extremely bad results!  
It is contrary to a Mercury-filled plumb bob. 
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B 14 PLUMB BOB HOLDER for Transit­Leg 
 
In “COAL MINING KINKS” New York 1916 I found: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From “MINING” 1895 I got the  
article below about a wood level: 
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B 15 PROBLEMS WITH HOLLOW FILLED PLUMB BOBS (1896) 
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B 16 THE SHAPE DEBATE 1 
From SHOP KINKS New York 1896 
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B 17 THE SHAPE DEBATE 2 
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B 18 THE SHAPE DEBATE 3 
 
 
 
From: 

SHAFTING; PULLEYS, BELTING, ROPE 
TRANSMISSION AND SHAFT GOVERNORS 

Compiled and written by  
HUBERT E. COLLINS 

NEW YORK 
C 1908 
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B 19 PLUMB BOBS IN THE NEPEAN TUNNEL IN AUSTRALIA 1888 
 
 
Dear Fellow Collector, 
I will not overload this monthly issue.  
That’s, why you can get the chapter B 19 (9 pages), the story of “THE ALIGNMENT OF THE NEPEAN 
TUNNEL, NEW SOUTH WALES, Australia”, published in the book “MINUTES OF PROCEEDING … 
1888.” on demand from plumbbobwolf@t-online.de as an email attachment (PDF-file). 
 
Ask for: WOLF’S PLUMB BOB NEWS 2009-07 SUPPLEMENT 
 
On these 9 pages you learn a lot about the USE OF PLUMB BOBS etc. during the construction of the over 4 
miles long NEPEAN TUNNEL in Australia.  
This tunnel was built for supplying SYDNEY with water. (1869 – 1888) 
Really a very interesting paper for plumb bob collectors and surveyors. 
 
I am waiting for your email 
Wolf 
 

C CONCLUSION 
 
 
 
As you can see there is always a new twist in the story of the “PLUMB BOB, THE MOST UNIVERSAL OF 
ALL TOOLS.”  
Some are technical, some are nonsense, some just to make you smile. I expect as previously un-scanned  
documents are added to the great computer in the sky, there will be many more tidbits of curious information 
on the subject of plumb bobs to be found! 
 
I am forever diligent. 
 
If YOU have any additional information or remarks to this issue, please let me know.  
You can contact me by email: plumbbobwolf@t-online.de  
 
Thanks. 
 
Wolf Ruecker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This article is a part of the monthly edited WOLF’S PLUMB BOB NEWS.  
More information you get on www.plumbbob.de 
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