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 WR PATENT NEWS # 2007-46 

PATENTS  
US3027977 KNAUS 1962 TOOLS plumb bob  

DE DRGM 193259 SCHULTE 1904 PLUMB BOB 

Theme: Mechanized plumb bob 

One of the best mechanized plumb bobs is the relatively new plumb bob from LIONEL 
KNAUS. 

The History and the invention: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

KNAUS in a DAVID STANLEY AUCTION. 
A very rare, unused REED & KNAUS "Auto Bob" a 6" brass plumb bob with steel 
point which "automatically rewinds the string into the case and locks at any level" an 
ingenious manufactured plumb bob complete with orig. re-threading instructions and factory 
service guarantee whereby a charge of $1.50 will include any repair and replacement of any 
damaged parts, in orig. box. N 

£469    Sale No. 46 24 Sept. 2005 Lot 563
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No KEY shown and 
described in the 

patent. 
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for PLUMB BOB COLLECTORS 

In the top we find the brake system: 
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Nelson Denny wrote march 2007 about his KNAUS plumb bobs: 

I have purchased two of these over the years........the first I purchased at a Donnelly auction.....it 
is mint, in its original box with instructions, and includes a winding key. The second I bought 
from Ron Pearson, the fellow who wrote 
an article about it in the Chronical a few 
years back. It was used but in fine 
operating condition. I have since sold that 
one privately. 

My total sightings of KNAUS examples 
also includes........Bruce had another one, 
and another collector George Gaspari, 
from California had another.....if my 
memory serves me correct, I believe I saw 
another in a David Stanley auction within 
the last two years but never tracked the 
sale price..(remark: see page….).....None 
of these others had a winding 
key.........Incidentally, having a "key" is 
not essential to the bob functioning as 
intended; rather it is a convenience in re-stringing the bob, but not essential to be able to re-
string it.......without it, you have to tension the coil drive spring, by rotating the gear mechanism 
by hand....tough on the fingers but possible to do. Whether there are 5 of these left or 100's, we 
may never know. They don't seem to appear that frequently so this is an item to take note of. 

Have you tabulated this on your 
own "rarity index?" 
…it cost much to much to 
manufacture and they were never 
produced in any great 
numbers.....Also, for such a heavy 
bob it has very limited reel space 
for the line (about 8 feet), and uses 
incredibly fine silk braided line to 
make it work properly............I 
believe its usefulness was probably 
limited to surveyors.......a builder, 
for instance, would have limited 
use for such an instrument. 

 

 

In the REFERENCES CITED we find not 
only patents of PLUMB BOBS, but also 
examples of a CARBRAKES (YASKIN),a 
BRAKE (JOHNSON) and a ROPE LOCK 
(CUTTING). 
 The Italian patent is not available. 
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Some years ago I got the chance to visit for half a day the archive of the ancient factory 
REISS in LIEBENWERD / Germany. I could search and make photos and copies of all the old 
catalogues. It was a very interesting visit. They were a leading producer and seller of 
surveying and measuring equipment up to 1945. Actually they are producing furniture for 
offices like desks, chairs etc. 

 

In a German catalogue from the factory REISS  
LIEBENWERDA I found a drawing of an mechanized 
plumb bob. Unfortunately this is not a patented, but only a 
REGISTERED ARTICLE, so I could not get documents 
about it.   

I never saw this plumb bob in another catalogue or as a 
produced one. 

 

 

The catalogues of this time had very nice covers. 
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1907 it is presented alone and 1938 we see it on the same page with an US plumb bob with 
internal reel (like KEUFFEL & ESSER). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


