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US2589500 LANDON 1952 COMBINED CHALK LINE BOX AND PLUMB BOB
US1586654 CONWAY 1926 COMBINED CHALK LINE AND PLUMB BOB

also mentioned:
US873686 SHARP 1907 CHALK LINE HOLDER
CH235630 ZAUGG 1945 COMBINED CHALK LINE AND PLUMB BOB FOR PAINTERS AND PAPERING

Theme: combination chalk line box + plumb bob

A very often in the last 50 years used combination of

chalk line and plumb bob are the tools of STRAIT LINE
COSA MESA Calif. and BELKNAP BLUE GRASS. They
base on a patent from 1952 given to LANDON assignor
to Cosa Mesa.

P.at_ente.t.il._M.ar. 18, 1952 - | o B 2,5&9,500

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,589 500 -

UOMBIN- CHALK;%I;’E BOX AND

Robert K. Im.ndon. Custa Mesa, a.nd John R.
Thomson, Corona del Mar, Calif,, assignors to - .
Stralt-Line Products, Costa Mesn., Calif., meor-
pomtlon of California

Application September 19, 1949, Serial No. 113,433'
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March 18, 1952 'R K. LANDON ET AL u-x.\_‘ - 2 ,589 500
' COMBINED CHALK LINE BOX AND FLUMB BOB ot \
' F:l.led Sept. 19 1949, S '.\\'_"
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The INVENTION:

This invention rela.tes tu B enmhine-d chaJk-lmB
box and plumb-bob and has a5 an object the
provigion of a dual-purpnse hand-tool for car-
penters, masons and other artisans, of improved
design and effleiency. . 6

It, 18 @ further objech of the invention to pro-
vide & dual-purpose tool of the character stated
ini which the constructional elements such as the
box or case neécessary for service In one purpose
.are so made to serve the other purpose that the 10
too] appears to be specifically designed for the
particular duty to whzch it may momenta.rﬂ:f be
applied. = - :

The SHAPE and HANDLING:

 "Hhe pyriform shape of the tool has physieal
ad?antages in addition to its attractive appear-
shee. When the tool 15 used as a plumb-bob, the

" mass at the lower end will cause the tool to hang:
In true vertleality from the cord emerging from
the axially located orifice 33. The balance of
the  plumb-bolkk may be made very exact by
placing the handle 48 in the well 49 so that the
crank 47T is aligned with the vertical axis. When
cord is bheing drawn from the 2pool or wound

" thereon, it is natural to place the wide portion
-0f the tool in the palm of one hand with the
fingers gripping the elongated end, the ring 38
or handle 48 being then manipulated with the
other hand. Under these conditions the fool
wedges itself into the pripping hand and is more-

-easlly and firmly g‘rasped than a cylindrical or
rectilinear tool,
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INTERIOR and CRANK:

It Will bé understood that the interior of ‘the
case 1 normally contains chalk or @ lke sub-
stanice, which 18 gealed therein by the pads 28
and 32, the packing ring 48, and the heads of
the screws 20 and 21 which close all the openings
leading to the ihterior of the case. Whether the
tool 15 o be used as a chalk-line box .or as a
plumb-bob, the spool 34 may be ficed for rota-.
tion by swinging the crank 47 so that the handle
48 Is outwardly beyond the vlane of the box bot-
tom: 12. A desired length of the cord 37 may
then be pulled from the orifiee 33. No brake is
' required to prevent an excess of cord being pulled
out, other than the friction of the pads 28 and
32 upon the cord, However, a positive lock upon
rotation: of the spool 34 is provided by enkageé=
ment of the handle 48 In the well 45, Two addi-
tlonal locking positions are also provided by en-
gagement of the handle 48 with the side walls of -
the ease. For example, if unwinding the cord 37
pruduces a counter-clockwise motion of the
cxank 47, as seen in Flgure 1, the rotation of the
erank will be stopped af the polnts 5 and 81,
where the orbit of the handle 48 crosses the ilde
walls of the case, if the crank is swung pivotally
to its locking mclmatiun. Thus the length of

EEFEB-ENGES CITED

Thé following references are of record in. the
file of this: patent:

t'rm'm' D STATES PATENTS

Number - ©  Name g Date
873, GBE Sharp - _____-______ Dee. 10, 1807
932,218 . Wilson ____.____.._ Aug. 24, 1909

1,124,595 = Dafley _____.______ Jan. 12, 1915
1,876,473 . Spaeth .______._"__ Sept. 6, 1932
2,497,471 - Shilll_:_ma.n__;_____'-_-:__ Feb. 14, -15?50
- . . 'FOREIGN PATENTS
Number ~ -  Countfy - . Date
:. 235,630 EWitzerland __--__4_____;__ 1945

On the next page you find some of the drawings from these “REFERENCES CITED:

More details in the full patents send by separate email. SHILLMAN is a TAPE only.
The SPAETH you will find in the WR PATENT NEWS 2007-44.
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_Nu. 873,686. PATENTED DEC. 10, 1807,
A, B, SHARP,
CHALE LINE EOLDER. ‘ '
APPLIOATION FILED APE.e2Y, 1006, A, WILSON.
. : BEEL,
APPLTIQATION FILED FEE, 27, 1808,

082,218. , Patented Aug, 24, 1609,

miii

INVENTOR
Fbel Denjumin Shary
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Karl Zasgx . ’ - Pafoot Nr. m'
J..]]AIL]E‘KEr & D. BERTOLIND.
APPLIOATION 1‘11.!1? JOEE !i', 114, me Jm 12‘ 1915
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Another patent is the COMBINED CHALK LINE AND PLUMB BOB
from E.A.CONWAY US patent 1586654 June 1, 1926

4

....................

/
R
A ; _
,-f = IR s
/ A
AN -
LiLs, "#
44 26 RN
AN - /
WA |
' N

‘}nucﬂlm

LAlonwaey

Page 7 of 9 WR Patent News 2007-43



WOoLFGANG RUECKER Oct. 23, 2007

GERMANY
wolfg.ruecker@t-online.de
PATENT NEWS especially for PLUMB BOB COLLECTORS

The INVENTION shows that this tool has a special kind of REMOVING SURPLUS CHALK.

N ._ S | e -
Thie invention relates to chalk Lines and o

mgre -particularly to. means for ramoving , e

gitrpius chalk from the line end vet leave.

sufficient theracn to insure the proper chelk- 2 I g

ing Ly the line. e v
Another objact ia to so construct o device .

ot thig cheracter that it may be quickly and W A7

engily chenged from = ¢halk Hne'to & plumb ' /

bob and wi .

:
‘ g
ﬁ--ﬁ-"
il -“»‘.—7
%z 1
| _ﬂtfp >
’ :
for the pagsage of the chalk Iime 10, Thi. . Tha- remover & W}ﬂchdéﬁéﬁéa 'EEH”&'L;

cover 2 has ?:Eending from its inner face .. G :

& eurpliea cha remover §, shown in the top 3_ Of.ﬂﬂﬂtalnﬁr_l wines off -the surplu‘s
_form of  emall cylinder having & remov- chalk from the line 10 befors it is wound
able cloaurs 8 at its lower end Emftﬁ.ref: Mito the reel 20 whila the reriover #* wipes

erebly in the form of a cap threaded there- . ) - .
on and having 8 centrel O%Enjﬂg Y for the off surplus chilk before the line is used for

passage of the chalk line 1. This challe ra: the purpesa to which it is intended to wi
mover § 15 fllled with amall balls or rollers, mak'lpnq- ‘s lime, o R S L
large size shot being suitable for this pur- '

posze such aa-ig shown at:§ ao thet when the

cord or line 10 is drawn through sg.id-hg.lls

the challr will be wiped off leaving just  For using this tool as a CHALK LINE (and not

a sufficient amount to make B proper mark.
The container & is provided mﬁl :ipplurality as a PLUMB BOB) you have to separate the

of perforations § in one side wall thereof plumb bob from the body:
to permit the chalk which collects from the
line to be eifted out therethrengh snd pre-
want clogeing of the contailner, The con-

In the use of this device when it is.de-
glred to vse it for & chelk Hne the pluml
bob 15 is retnoved from the skirt 11 by dis-
engaging the pins 18 thareof from the hay-
onat slofs 12 and the parts will then be in
tia position shown in Fig. 8. The.: line 19
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Unfortunately | have no information if this tool is ever produced and | have no photos of it.

Last week | could get a German plumb bob / chalk line combination from a friend that looks
similar.

It is made by of for KELLER & KNAPPICH in AUGSBURG Germany. Actually this factory
produces as KUKA roboter for the production of automobiles. In the 1920s they built gas
producing installations. That explains the flame in the mark.

The line passes through a hole in the tip of the plumb bob.
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