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Dear Fellow Collector,  

Dear reader of the PLUMB BOB NEWS,  

As always, I am searching for new material and information associated with plumb bobs.  

Please feel free to share new photos, catalogs, articles or stories of a personal nature.  

I welcome input from fellow collectors! 

Wolf 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Mid of July we have had our 5
th
 

International Plumb Bob Collectors Meeting 

in Pisa, Italy. Host was this time our well 

known friend and famous plumb bob 

collector and specialist for French, Italian 

and marked American plumb bobs, Riccardo 

Chetoni. The highlight of this meeting was 

his exhibition of over 2500 plumb bobs from 

all over the world in a small church ñChiesa 

della Spinaò (see figure right). As usual we had 

at the first evening a collectors dinner, the 

second day was reserved for a sightseeing 

tour through Pisa and Lucca nearby, an 

ancient town with a huge wall around the 

city. The third day was for the visit of the 

plumb bob exhibition ñcercando 

VERTICALE, tra arte e tecnologiaò 

(Searching for the VERTICAL, between art 

and technology). This exhibition was open 

for the public the whole July from 5pm to 8 

pm. A lot of tourists (100+ every day) 

visited this very special event.  

Bravo Riccardo!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the afternoon of the third day we met in a 

room of the community of Pisa to show 

some Powerpoint-presentations about plumb 

bobs. 

In the evening the community of Pisa 

organized a giant light festival and firework 

spectacle, the so-called Luminara (not 

especially for us, but every year on the day 

of St. Ranieri). Next day everybody flew or 

drove back home. 

Details about the different events you will 

find below in special chapters. 

Remark: I had to divide the report into two parts. 

(Limit of 16 pages and volume of 5 MB for shipping 

as email attachment)  

This is part 1. Part 2 follows next month.  

Church as home of the exhibition 
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2. PLUMB BOB EXHIBITION 
Ȱ3%!2#().' &/2 4(% 6%24)#!,ȱ 

Riccardo got from the community of Pisa 

with the help of some sponsors for one 

month a complete small church to show 

2500+ of his 

4000+ plumb bobs. 

I will try to give 

you an idea of this 

remarkable event 

with the following 

photos of the 37 

displays. If you 

want to know more 

about this show, 

feel free to ask for 

more material. 

 

 

 

 

 

Board 13: Last modifications on 

Anatolian PBs by Rik 

Riccardo opening the exhibition 

The official poster 

Board 4: French  View from the eastside to the entrance 
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This is an interview by the Italian newsletter 

LA NAZIONE with Riccardo Chetoni:  
(free translation). It answers a lot of questions. 

http://www.lanazione.it/pisa/cronaca/2014/05/30/1072251-

spina_diventa_scrigno_ospitare_grande_collezione_mondo_fili_pi

ombo.shtml 

PISA, La Nazione 

The ñChiesa della Spinaò 

becomes chest for the largest 

collection in the world of plumb 

bobs. 

PREVIEW. A "treasure" all collected over time by 
the engineer Riccardo Chetoni from Pisa.  
The interview FRANCESCA WHITE: 

 
Pisa, May 30, 2014 - An extraordinary private 
collection, the largest in the world, until now 
never exposed. A great little show that actually 
opens the doors of the church άChiesa della 
Spinaέ. "Looking for the vertical" - this is the 
title of the exhibition (opening June 3 at 18.30) 
to plumb bobs and ancient instruments (now 
replaced by the laser technology) with which 
was built everything that we see around us, 
from the Pyramids to the Tower of Pisa. Two 
thousand plumb bobs, about half of what has 
been collected over the years by the collector 
from Pisa Riccardo Chetoni, engineer and author 
of two publications on this subject, will lead to 
the fifth International Congress of the plumb 
bobs collectors on June 16th. 

 

Engineer Chetoni, how it came to this 

passion?  

"At the end of the seventies, I was on a 
construction site for a small renovation and an 
old Sicilian mason pulled out a plumb line. I was 
fascinated. From there I started to collect them 
from everywhere, including markets, foreign 
travels, international auctions and in recent 
years also in the internet." 

 

What are the most valuable bobs in the 

show? 

"Surely the plumb bobs of Roman origin all 
purchased abroad, because in Italy the trade is 
prohibited. But visitors can also see evidence of 

civilization of Ming, Ottoman and Seljuk. Plumb 
bobs of the nineteenth-century and British, 
American, French and German, antique Sicilian 
plumb bobs from arabesque forms, patented 
models and some equipped with internal 
mechanisms etc.. Some of the pieces are rare 
Roman bronze or lead and the single Egyptian 
lead came up to us, dating from the third 
century before Christ. " 

 

Where was this beautiful collection until 

today? 

"A small part was displayed in my office, but 
many plumb bobs - all cataloged and 
photographed - were stored closed in boxes." 
 

Pisa, thanks to you, will also be the 

location of the fifth international congress 

of collectors. From where do they come? 

"They are coming from all over the world. 
During the past years the conference was held in 
various cities, including Turkey, this time I've 
taken care of the organization and I chose June 
16 in order to enable participants to enjoy also 
our Luminara. And there will be a surprise: the 
same day, June 16, some legionnaires in 
historical costumes will show the use of the 
Groma an ancient Roman surveying 
instrument." 
 

The exhibition will reopen the Church of 

the Thorn. A wonderful opportunity to 

Pisa and the tourists.  

"In these days in which - with 

the help of my friend 

architect Richard Cerasa (see 

figure right) - we are setting 

up the show, we realized that 

a lot of tourists would like to 

visit the church and are 

surprised to find it closed. 

They knocked on the door, 

wanted to enter. We are very 

happy to reopen, even only 

for a few weeks, the church of 

the Thorn to the public." 
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Board 11b: Accessories 

Board 11a: Accessories Board 12 a:    A-levels 

Board 12 b: A-levels, plumb boards 
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Technical details of the installation 

Board 14: other antique PBs (Asia) Board 15: Roman weights from lead 

Board 16: lead plumb bobs from ancient Rome 

Board 21: Antique Italian 

View from the west entrance 

Riccardo with Amos Ciani, a 

pb collector from Florence 

 

ñSecretsò on the top 
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