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Dear Fellow Collector,  

Dear reader of the PLUMB BOB NEWS, 

  

Please, as always I am in search of new photos, catalogs, articles or personal stories about any aspect of 
PLUMB BOBS from you. Any help is appreciated. 

If you have any information or pictures for these themes, please let me know. 

Thank you, looking forward to hearing from you 
 

Wolf 

ROMAN PLUMB BOBS  
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1. ).42/$5#4)/. 
 

Dear Fellow Collector, 
On Ebay and in shops different items are offered often 

as ñROMAN PLUMB BOBSò.  

We find 
Å real plumb bobs 

and other tools / pieces like 

Å loom weights 

Å sling bullets 

Å weights  

Å others 

I will try to explain the differences.   
The material is copper (bronze), lead, stone (clay, 

terracotta). 

Sure you can use as a plumb bob every piece/weight 
that hangs on a string, but a ñborn plumb bobò has a 

special shape (with or without a tip) and a hole in the 

top to fix the line. Some sellers only will make money 

and so they sell simple weights as plumb bobs. It is not 
easy to decide if it is a real plumb bob or was used as a 

plumb bob.  

Unfortunately we canôt ask the tools L .  
That would be great J 

 

 
 

From an original French 

drawing (unknown source) in 
my collection that is marked 

ñANTIQUITĈS No. 15ñ here 

some shapes of antiques Plumb 

Bobs or Plumb Level. 
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We can find Roman plumb bobs all over Europe: From England to Spain, Bulgaria and Turkey. In the east also in 

the Iraqi and Israel. Also in the countries around the Mediterranean Sea we should find Roman bobs. 
When we compare the map above (Roman Empire) with the map of the Ottoman Empire (below) with the 

Ottoman plumb bobs (see WOLFôS PLUMB BOB NEWS 2009-08 Ottoman plumb bobs) then we see a lot of 

identical countries. It would be interesting to find out the evolution of the plumb bob shapes there. 

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

16/17
TH

 CENTURY 
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On the next pages some pictures of original 

Roman Plumb Bobs that I got from Fellow 

Collectors: 

FROM MY COLLECTION: 

Å BRASS / BRONZE 

Å 50 x 50 mm 

Å Found  in Hungary 

Å 350  gr 

 

 

 

Å LEAD 

Å 52 x 42 mm 

Å Found  in Hungary 

Å 580  gr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE COLLECTION OF GSCH 

 

 

BRONZE 

273 gr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRONZE 

35 x 29 mm 

116 gr 
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FROM THE COLLECTION OF DB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE COLLECTION OF HTSCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE COLLECTION OF ND 

 

 

All these plumb bobs are from BRONZE and have 

a nice, but different PATINA. 
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In some MUSEUMS are Roman Plumb Bobs 

displayed: 

RÖMISCH-GERMANISCHES MUSEUM, 

COLOGNE, GERMANY

REPRODUCTION .  

LIMESMUSEUM, 

AALEN, GERMANY 

The Limes Museum is 

located on what was 

formerly the largest 

Roman fort north of 

the Alps. The fact that 

the ancient Roman 

Limes is now a 

UNESCO World 

Heritage Site gives this 

Roman Museum (the 

largest in Germany), 

an important 

distinction. 

 

NAPOLI, ITALY   

http://www.museen-aalen.de/sixcms/detail.php?id=48835&_bereich=46658
http://www.museen-aalen.de/sixcms/detail.php?id=48835&_bereich=46658
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SEVILLA  

Archaeological Museum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRITISH MUSEUM, LONDON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


















